
 בס"ד. ב"ב יד,א תוס' ד"ה שבהן

1 

TosfosInEnglish.com 

 

עמודים שבהן
1
 In which theעמודין                                       stood  – עומדין 

  

Overview 

The ברייתא teaches that according to ר"י there was an extra טפח of space in the 

width of the ארון were the עמודין were placed. תוספות tells us the meaning of the 

 .and why there were made from silver and not gold עמודים

---------------------  

 –דסימ� להעמדת ישראל היה  �תבינו נראה לר

It is the view of the ר"ת that these עמודים עומדין were a sign of the eternity of  עם

 - ישראל
 –שלא להזכיר מעשה העגל דאי� קטיגור נעשה סניגור  2ולא עשאו� של זהב

And therefore they did not make these עמודים from gold so as not to remind us 

of the misdeed of the הזהב עגל , for a prosecutor cannot become a protector - 

 –דמשו� הכי ),א(ד� כו] שנההאש וכ� אמרינ� [בר

And the גמרא states the same [in  ר"המסכת ] that for this same reason - 

   בבגדי זהב משו� דאי� קטיגור נעשה סניגורפורי� הכ� לא היה כה� משמש לפני ולפני� ביו

The כה"ג would not serve in the holy of holies in יוה"כ with his usual golden 

vestment since אין קטיגור נעשה סניגור - 

 – 3והת� פרי! והא הוה ארו� שהיה של זהב והיה לפני�

And the גמרא there asked, ‘but there was the ארון which was made of gold and 

it was inside the קה"ק?’ -  

 – 4נ�ומשני מכפר קאמרי

And the גמרא answered, ‘we meant someone who atones for כלל ישראל should not be 

made from gold (and the ארון was not made לכפרה; but the כהן is מכפר) - 

 – 5והני עמודי� נמי היו כמו מכפר שה� עשוי� סימ� להעמדת ישראל

And these יםדועמ  were also like a מכפר since they are made for a sign of the 

everlastingness of ישראל -  
 –תבנית אות יוס� עמודיו עשה כס�  6והוא שיסד הפייט

And this is what the פייט established when he wrote, ‘a structure, the sign of 

                                                      
1
 .(רש"י ד"ה שבו see) לוחות on both side of the ארון are rods that were placed in the vacant space of the עמודים 

2
 Seemingly they should have been made of זהב; they were placed in the ארון which was made of זהב (together with 

the כפורת, nevertheless the עמודים were not made of זהב as תוספות explains. 
3
 So seemingly here too the עמודים (which were in the ארון) should be made from gold! 

4
 In our text the גמרא there answers, טא בל יקריב קאמרינן'ו'ח . It seems that תוספות had a different גירסא or a different 

explanation of חוטא בל יקריב (see פורת יוסף). 
5
 Just as a סניגור protects the defendant from the prosecution and saves him from persecution, so too the עמדים assure 

us of the continued existence of לכלל ישרא  despite the various persecutions they endure. See ‘Thinking it over’.   
6
 This may be found in the 'יוצר' of 'אור ישע', which is said (in some communities) on the first day of פסח. 
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 - of silver’; meaning עמודים he made his ;יוסף

 –בשביל תבנית אות יוס� סימ� של יוס� דהיינו עגל 

On account of a structure which was אות יוסף, the structure (referring to the  עגל

  - which is a calf ,יוסף was made like the sign of (הזהב

 –בכור שורו הדר לו  (דברי� לג)שנאמר  7דיוס� נקרא שור

For יוסף was called an ox as it is written, ‘he (יוסף) has the glory of an ox’ - 

  :לכ! עמודיו עשה כס� ולא זהב שלא להזכיר במעשה העגל

Therefore שלמה was forced to make the עמודים of silver and not of gold, not to 

remind us of the misdeed of the golden calf.  

 

Summary 

The עמודים, which are a סימן for העמדת ישראל, are considered like a מכפר and could 

not be made from gold; but rather from silver. 

 

Thinking it over 

How can we compare a מכפר, who has to execute the כפרה (and therefore cannot be 

from זהב, since  קטיגור נעשה סניגוראין ) to a סימן,
8
 which is merely a sign or symbol of 

 !?העמדת ישראל but it does not cause the העמדת ישראל

 

                                                      
7
 An עגל (calf) is a young שור (ox). 

8
 See footnote # 5. 


