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One should not dig - oM RY

Overview
The mawn rules that one may not dig all kinds of pits and water canals or a launderer’s
pond near his friends well. mao1n discusses the reason for this prohibition.'
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All these prohibition are in a case where there is water in these excavations, and
the reason it is prohibited is because of the moisture, as the X913 states —

nooIn asks:
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And the ''1 is astounded, but the X9%3 states, ‘every single strike of the shovel,

etc. weakens my earth —

N1B0IN answers:
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And the %''9 says that 27 only meant to say that the damage begins at that time

of the digging -
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So since that at the onset of the damage (when he starts digging) it is ‘his arrows’
that are causing the damage, therefore %8 '3 would admit that it is prohibited -
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However if not for the water it would not be necessary to distance three 275w
from the 72.

" From >"XX 71"7 *"w" it seems that the reason is that digging adjacent to a well weakens the walls of the well.

TR0,

% X27 on the '2 Ty maintains that our 73w» can even follow the view of *01 ', who maintains that one may plant a
tree near a well, even though eventually the roots of the tree may weaken the well. However in our 771wn the damage
is done directly by the digging (as opposed to the case of "0 " where the planting does no damage to the 712 at all;
the damage comes much later when the roots extend into the 712).

* It seems from that X3 (of 121 Xn 92) that the damage is caused by the digging process (see *"w in footnote # 1),
not as NN stated that the damage is caused by the moisture (like the X713 of Xn1nn).

3 See footnote # 3. Later on 2,70 the X cites the view of *01 " that 19w 7102 yum 711w 7102 1910 1. However if he
is causing damage directly (:7°7°7 *7° — his arrows), even > agrees that it is prohibited. When X211 stated X711 8 93,
he did not mean that the digging is the [ultimate] reason for distancing, rather it is to explain why even "1 will agree
that in this case he is obligated to distance himself since his actions now causes (some) weakening of the ground
near the affected M2. However the actual requirement for distancing three 0°19v (and 7°02 70) is because of Rn1nx.

% Placing the water there by itself, however, will not make it 7°2°7 1%, since it takes a while for the water to seep
through and damage the 712. See ‘Thinking it over’ # 1.
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Summary
The damage done by digging makes it 7°9°7 >7%, the damage done by the water

requires distancing three 2 190.

Thinking it over

1. mooIn states that the damage caused by digging alone will not require distancing
three o'mov;’ why therefore would °"1 agree with our miwn which requires
distancing three o°mov, since the requirement is based on Xn1n» which is not 7%
ke VAN

2. If there would be no water (no Xn1nn), will it still be necessary to distance
somewhat from the M2 because of the digging?’

7 See footnote # 5.
¥ See nwn nom.
? See (™17 MW 12AT DW) MWW RN,
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