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   How is this relevant; for buying and selling-  נפקא מינה למקח וממכר  למאי
  

Overview 

The משנה, by stating מכותל is teaching us that a בור requires a wall of three טפחים, and 
this is relevant to  מו"מ, that when one sells a בור and its wall, the wall must be at least 
three טפחים. Our תוספות points out that there is an additional relevance to this rule 
that כותל בור is three טפחים. 

-------------------------------  
 - 3דהא קא משמע לן דאסור לסמוך  2לרבא  1הך ðפקותא לא איצטריך 

According to רבא it is not necessary to mention this relevance of מו"מ, because 
the קמ"ל of כותל בור שלשה teaches us that it is forbidden לסמוך (within three טפחים) - 

 -אלא לאביי דקא סבר מותר לסמוך 

Rather this question of למאי נפק"מ was according to אביי who maintains that it is 
 - מותר לסמוך

 -וקאמר למאי ðפקא מיðה 

So on this the גמרא asks, what is the relevance that a כותל בור is three טפחים (that the משנה 

chose to write מכותל) - 
 :ליתðי אלא אם כן הרחיק מבורו ו' טפחים 4אי לאשמועיðן דבעי הרחקה ו' טפחים 

If it is to teach us that we require a distancing of six טפחים between two  בורות; the 
 unless ,בור next to his friend’s בור could have written, he should not place his משנה
he distanced himself from his friend’s  בור six טפחים. Why write 5!?מכותל  

 
Summary 

The question of נפק"מ  it רבא however according to ,אביי is only according to למאי 
teaches us that אסור לסמוך. 
 
Thinking it over 

According to 'תוס that we are not גורס the question of 'וכו ' 'וליתני  ; how do we 
understand the words הא קמ"ל, etc.?6 

 
1 According to רבא there cannot be even a question למאי נפק"מ, since it teaches us that אסור לסמוך. 
2 See the גמרא shortly (and the previous תוס' ד"ה מכותל [TIE footnote # 11]). 
3 One may not dig his pit immediately adjacent to the property line, even if the neighbor (on the other side) has no pit 
there. See TIE previous תוס' ד"ה מכותל footnote # 3. 
4 This is in a case where there is already a בור in one רשות, or if both sides want to dig a בור simultaneously. 
5 The משנה began with בור, so it should conclude with בור (not כותל). 
6 See מהר"ם. 


