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And the hosts of the heavens bow to you - 2IMNWR 9 2w NaXY

OVERVIEW

"% 12 yw1 °21 said we should be thankful to our predecessors who taught us
(regarding prayer) that the 712w is in the west, as is written! 77 Dnwa RaW
onnnwn.2 Our Mooin discusses the proof from this 2109, and the need for this proof.

noown asks:
—309NNHYN NN ) N9 9NN DN

And if you will say; but at night they also bow to the east, so what proof is there that
27ym1a 7ow?

N190IN answers:
- 4PN NINY NNN NIN TIYY 13 PRT 999 U

And one can say; that we can only learn from what we see; we only see the sun
traveling from east to west —

ndoIN asks:
= 539913 NV OV NNNY YIPNN NAN NYON DIPN ¥ XY INNNI 99NN ON)

And if you will say, but why cannot we know the place of prayer from the ns2
wopn, where the 7190w was there in the west?!

NH0IN answers:
- DY 993 NPIYT 23 YY GNT HNIYY PR DUNT Y Y

And one can say; that we cannot learn anything from the p"»7°2, for we can

argue that even though the 1190w is everywhere (the same), nevertheless -
- S9N 783 NIN 59199 PIN DIYNY 9WIAN N

o mnn: .

2 The sun (and the moon) rises in the east and travels towards the west; indicating that it is facing and bowing to the
710w which is in the west.

3 At night after the sun sets in the west it travels towards the east from where it will arise the next morning. It seems
that during the day the sun bows to the west, but at night it bows towards the east, so why is one more relevant than
the other.

4 Presumably since we do not see the sun traveling from west to east, even though it is apparent that it does so,
nevertheless the fact that we do not see it, indicates that we should not learn anything from it.

5> In the wTpni N2 as one went towards the west the 7w1Tp continually increased. The WP IR was placed in the
western part of the p"n7°2; indicating that the 71°OW is in the west..

® It is therefore also understood why as one progressed to the west the w1Tp increased, for the IR was in the west,
but not necessarily because the 710w is there, more than anywhere else. See ‘Thinking it over’.
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It is impossible to place the 19X and the n9192, only on one side (so they chose the
west side), but that does not mean that the 71°2% is (only) there.

mooin offers an alternate explanation:
= 29993 NIYT TINTY PN DUNT 9IIN DNHIAN )2 PNYY 13%29)

And the R''23%1 says that we cannot derive from the p"»7°2 that the 7195w is in

the west -
= YTP1N 299172 NN QIVTPN VTP NAT 2NYT

For granted that the housing of the 2>w7p >wTp was in the western part of the
»''amea -
- Y 99 5019 (na maw) 29N37 OV N%AWAY PNIND 0YP1I Yan
Nevertheless, the place of the 1198, which is where the ;7332w is found there, as it
states, ‘and I will meet with you there’; the Px -
$DOWTPN SWTP 5% N9t NN
Was in the eastern part of the p''77p nsa.

SUMMARY

Regarding the presence of the 71°>¥% we can only derive from what we see, but not
from what we assume. We cannot derive that 27v»2 71°0w from the P72, since we
can argue that it was an arbitrary decision where to place the 17X; alternately the
717X was not placed completely to the west of the p"77p.

THINKING IT OVER

npoIn first answer is that there 1s no proof from the p"ni°2, for the 17X had to be
placed somewhere; it happened to be placed in the west. If that is the answer, so
what proof is there from the sun, we can say the same thing; it needs to travel in
some direction so it happens to be towards the west; what proof is there that 715w
2yna?!?

725 pyoo.

8 This seemingly means that it was eastward from the western back of the p"77p. The p"a7p was twenty Mmnax by
twenty NX square. The 117% was placed in the center so that it was equidistant from all sides. The fact that the 117X
was not placed completely in the west of the "7 does not permit us to infer from the p"n7°2 that 27yna frow.

9 See X"w7n (and 7wn NoRI).
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