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I will not chop it down, for Ray stated, etc. - 9912 29 9287 R1XP KY NIN

Overview

717 27 72 X217 refused to chop down his palm trees (even) after 701° 27 told him that
he is legally required to do so. He said (quoting 27) that it is forbidden to cut down
a fruit bearing tree. N190N reconciles our X713 with seemingly contradictory n1ana.

nvoIN asks:
= D97 1M NPT INHINNA 1INNI 9NN ON)

And if you will say; but we learnt in our ;w» that he cuts down the tree and
pays its value to the tree owner —

Mo0IN answers:
= 2990 19N MNPIND NIINT 91910 U
And one can say; that we can establish the 7127 by a barren tree which bears no

fruit, therefore it is permitted to cut it down, however here it was a fruit bearing tree and the
injunction of 27 applies.

nvoIN asks:
= 3991 939992 YYNNIT DT 113N 22 (3,2 97 xnp xa3) DAINNA 1999RT NYWP DaAN

However, there is a difficulty, for the X7 states in 22177 P70 regarding these

date palms, which were weakening the grapevines -
— DOYPT NP AN D29 PN DIVN NNAYX Y1159 59 SNN INNY NPT

Where 511w said to the 0°IR, ‘tomorrow bring me from their roots (i.c., uproot
the trees)’; it is evident that it is permitted to cut down the date palms because
they damage the grapevines. This seems to contradict the ruling of 27 here.

MB0IN answers:
$NIINT RNYV 1N DYV NINT 1Y DIDN DIYWININ 11 IRTN INOY DNN INYT W9 U

And one can explain that it is different there by the case of “Xmw for the date

13,70, The mwn there states that if the pit came before the tree (and the tree can damage the pit), the rule is that the
tree is cut down but the owner is paid. In any event we are permitted to cut down the tree (if it is a p*1»), so here too,
why did he refuse to cut down the tree since he was 11 the 0°193.
2 See 1" 1"p @Y1 71 0"anN that an P10 12°R may be cut down for no reason at all.
3 The story there was that s>X7Ww sharecropper brought him some dates, when 29X ate them, they had a taste of wine,
so he asked his 0™ why is this, and the 0> told him that these date palms were planted among the grapevines. 2Xmw
was upset that the date palms are weakening his wine, so he told the 0™ to destroy the palms. [If the dates had a taste
of wine that means that the flavor of wine was entering into the dates instead of the grapes.]
4 See >"wn there ¥ pn 1'7.
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palms were weakening the grapevines to such a great extent that he was able to

taste in the dates the flavor of wine; for such excessive damage it is permitted to cut down
even a fruit tree.

Summary
One may destroy barren trees (the previous 771wn). One may destroy fruit trees if they

are causing excessive damage.

Thinking it over
What is more precious; date palms or grapevines?’

> See MoOIN there (X,2% p"2) nnb 7"
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