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15 by Ponm: mobn 27 95w — For all the royal matters were
decided by his word.

Overview

The & m3 is discussing what punishment 9%°17 incurred for offering 2%172121
advice. The X7na offers two opinions; either his stature was diminished
(therefore his name was changed to In7), or he was thrown to the lions
(which he ultimately survived unscathed). n1901n will argue that we find that
he suffered a more sinister fate.

mooin asks:

WIMRAR 5w 23390 925 — According to the 2131 of '(AN0X) wWIWAR N
AN 772N waw: — OX°17 was greatly punished; for he was Kkilled.

TNOR 27 DR 27D 179N 29057 — As it is written in the TnOX nY°an; they
related to 55792 the words of anoX.

TN 2w 2n> X9 — however it does not say in that P09, that Jns7 told *27 .
After the 7%° relates that InoX told N7 to explain to *>771 why she cannot go to WIMWNN
on behalf of the Jews; the 7105 merely states that *>77 was told what 2noX said, but it did
not say that 7077 himself actually told *377%. The reason that 077 did not tell ©>77n is —

T A 99% — for 1 Killed 051 (before he was able to tell *377 what nox said).
27 %% ANOR P2 22T wn e — for he was the liaison between “noR
and %279%. We see from the 2170 that (9X%°17) 07 paid with his life. This would seem to
contradict our X713 that the extent of his punishment was to have his stature diminished
or to be thrown into the lion’s den.

mooIn explains why our X713 does not mention the punishment of death:

12 ©2IN IR 1R R92A 479 — however our X723 does not maintain this; that
11 killed 707 (therefore they mention other punishments for 2X°17) -

(%0 n7) TR 37T — For the X123 offers a 7@a7 in 77994% Noodn, concerning
this very issue. The X 13 there asks:

7257 3997 7N — and where did 07 g0? Why did he not deliver s'"\noX message to
3771 (that she cannot seek an audience with the king)?

wap» — and the X713 explains; the reason 707 did not carry this message to *377n,
was —

TRPYRn By AR PRW 9 — because we do not respond for a disastrous
matter. Since nOXR refused to go to Y1MwnX, and this was detrimental for the Jews, n:
did not want to be the bearer of bad tidings.

'See 27,7 7nox 1N

1

TosfosInEnglish.com



55w "7 '0In R,72"3 .7"02

Summary
There are two opinion why (?X%°17) 7n77 did not deliver s"noX message (of

refusal to seek an audience with w1 WnX) to °>71; and consequently the
punishment %17 received for advising 2%372121. According to the X3, ni
did not want to bring a disturbing message to °>772. The punishment he
received was that his stature was diminished or that he was thrown into the
lion’s den. According to the 01370, however, 707 was killed by 177 for being
the intermediary between *>777 and “noX.

Thinking it over

Would it not have been more appropriate that the 2’nnni7 112°7 of this mMooIN
should have been either "Wy K7 1231 HR017Y, or "% XK *Xn'; why choose
"D DY 1°DNM1 N9 12T 9o for the 1"7? It seemingly has no connection to
the issue at hand”.

* It may be pointed out that the time that %37 was called 777 was after the time that he was thrown 219
nvraR. It also seems that the answer of N1™MR 217 is not so convincing; otherwise it should have been offered
first, before 1n217an ¥11o0M; since this is written clearly in 9%°17. It was also much closer in time to the
misdeed he performed. The X713 may be arguing thus: You do not consider nN1°IX 23 a punishment, since he
was not harmed. He was also called 7n;1 because his prestige did not diminish at all. In fact; n13%» *727 22w
10 %y ponm. It carried through all these years into w1 Wwnx M3on. There certainly was no punishment!
MooIN may be saying on the contrary! 9X°17 was elevated to such prominence in order to punish him
severely!
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