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Provided he did not kneel by 237 — 272 YIS RYT NI

Overview

We are taught that if one does not kneel by 27 his spine turns into a snake
seven years after his death. nm9o1n will explain why he deserves this
punishment in particular, and what exactly is the nature of this punishment.
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For it is a mx» to kneel by 277 and when one straightens up, he should
straighten up like a snake -
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As we find by nww 39 in n1292 noon, that he would straighten up (after kneeling
by o*1n) like a snake', therefore one who does not kneel by 0°7% and therefore is not A7
X*11 is punished -
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Measure for measure and he becomes a snake; this is his punishment

for it is shameful for him that he becomes a snake’.
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The following is a marginal addendum:
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And others explain (the punishment) since it is stated in the w27» that

there is a bone in the spine of the person -
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From which he will be created in the future (by o°n»i7 n»nn) and that

bone is so strong and hard that (even) fire cannot burn it -
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And now that this bone becomes a snake, he cannot live in the future (by
oman nonn).C

mooIN rejects this interpretation:
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And it is illogical to assume that there should be such a severe
punishment on account of this sin (of not kneeling by 1) -

' See *"w1 there X°1nd 772, who explains that a snake raises his head first, and then he rises slowly. A
person should also raise himself in the same manner to show that the kneeling was not a burden ( 71"72
X110)
% mooin is explaining how is this a punishment, that his spine becomes a snake seven years after his death.
moon answers that this causes him embarrassment. See “Thinking it over’.
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* The wa7n refers to this bone as 717w 0 1.
> The o*won w° were dissatisfied with mooIn interpretation for it is not a sufficient punishment. They
maintain this is a more appropriate punishment.
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For all >x=2» have a share X277 a»Ww®! This indicates that even people who did
certain sins, yet they have a share 827 07W; why should this person who transgressed a
minor transgression be denied 2"y ?1°

Summary
After one kneels by 271, he should rise like a snake; therefore one who

disregarded and did not kneel by 2°7n, his spine will be tuned into a snake
which will cause him embarrassment. [However it cannot mean that since
his spine [including the 1% ox¥] became a snake that he will not merit n>rn
o°nin (for such a minor transgression), since 2"mMyY P21 o W HRW° 9.

Thinking it over

MooIn states that it is a *X1x for him that he becomes a wnl. Does NM2010 mean
that it 1s a °X1x for him after he passes away, or does it mean that since he is
aware 1n his lifetime that he will turn into a wn3; this *X1x will assure that he
will be ¥y by o> 71n?

% See »"m1 who explains that the the 73wn concludes 2"my> pon oA PRW 12X mentioning various categories,
but does not include 2>7%2 ¥713 1°KW ", this proves that he has a 2"y pon.
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