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It is permissible to kill it and forbidden to keep it

Overview
21 proclaimed that it is permitted to kill a cat, and forbidden to keep it. NMvOIN
explains why a cat is different from other wild animals.

mooIn anticipates a difficulty:
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And this which %"= stated in the first P75 of 7m0 noon regarding a lion,

leopard, bear, wolf, cheetah(?)!, and a snake -
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That even according to X' who stated. ‘whoever precedes to kill them, he
merits’, that is only when they Killed previously, however if they did not Kkill, it
is not permitted to kill them, so why by the cat may we kill it even if it did not kill as of yet ?

Mmoo responds; by other animals they are not killed unless they kill first -
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That is because they are tied up in chains, for that is the manner in which they
are raised, however here we are discussing a cat which is not tied up —

nvoIn offers an alternate distinction between cats and the other wild animals:
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Or you may also say that from those wild animals people are accustomed to be

careful around them and they will not come to be damaged -
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However people are not careful to avoid the cat, since they do not know if this
cat is a child of a dark cat or the child of a white cat,’ for they are not acquainted
with the parents of this particular cat.

Summary
Cats are more prone to damage than other wild animals, either because they are not

tied up, or because we are unsure of his lineage (whether he is from a white cat).

!'See >"wn and 'o1n there (05772 7"7).
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3 The descendants of while cats are more likely to damage.
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Thinking it over
May one kill a (white) cat who is tied up?
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