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He swears on what he owns, etc. — 5919 PN 1% NORT 9V

OVERVIEW

The miwn stated that the oath administered to the NvHva PIMX 2w is 9 PR
mXnn Mnd 12; that he does not own less than half. The X 721 asks (as *"wA
explains) this oath can be misinterpreted to mean that he owns nothing, for
then too he does not own less than half; why should the a3 institute a
misleading oath. mM»doIN explains that the real difficulty is not concerning
administering the oath, but rather [framing] the text of the oath.

Mmoo anticipates a difficulty:
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And even though the oath is administered to him according to the

understanding of 7''53, so why are we concerned how he will interpret the oath,
since whatever he thinks is irrelevant —

mooin replies:
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Nevertheless the 0°non should not have instituted an oath with such a
syntax that is not explicitly understood to mean that he owns half.’

SUMMARY
The text of an oath should be formulated in a manner that its intent is clear.

THINKING IT OVER
Why indeed is the X713 so concerned over the text of the 712w, since the
yaw1 is informed that his oath is 72 ny7 ¥?*

" The ®n™92 in (X,107) X,03 MW states KPR TR PYAWH IR TAVT 29 KW I N7 19 20K NN PYwn 170
7"2 nY7 931 0Pnn nYT 2Y; that the intent of the oath is the way 7"°2 understands it and not the way the one
who swears wishes to misinterpret it. Therefore in our case there should be no concern, since in the view of
7" 2 he is swearing that he owns at least half.

? This statement of "1 In¥T %9 KW' is to assure that when 7"32 is administering a proper oath, that the
person accepting the oath does not equivocate and have something else in mind; however when 7"2
initially frames the text of the oath it should be an explicit oath to express what 7"2 desires, and not an oath
that can be misinterpreted to mean something else. See ‘Thinking it over’.

? The oath should have been ‘I own at least half’ or something similar.

* See n"m1.
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