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It is possible to return money — 772 WER R

OVERVIEW

The X713 explained that according to »2X (who maintains that 17X 700 1s
XNY2WR M), a person will not refrain from taking money which is possibly
not his; however he will not take an oath which is possibly not true. The
reason is that money can be returned (if we know who the rightful owner i1s);
however an oath once it is taken, it cannot be reversed. N1901N explains what
1s meant by 77172 IWHR M.

mooIn explains that the meaning of 77172 IWOR 1107 is:
— 1‘,79\7»: 13255 XY 99112 9197 N ON

If he will not remember that he is owed, he will return whatever he took,

and he will not retain it for himself because of the doubt that maybe he is

owed the money and cannot remember.
— 951N 1D 299N 1PRY NI ON WI9Y PN YaN

However we cannot interpret 772 WwWsX »n to meant that if he

remembers that his opponent does not owe him, he will then return it -
— 2119 9191 XYY $19Y 59 5 9N 23293 9191 XY ON YaN

However if he cannot remember whether he is owed or not, he will retain

it, even though he realizes that he will never remember and find out whether

he is owed or not; this cannot be the interpretation of 771172 TWOR 17N -
:* 1999 NY NyaY P90 0) )9 ONY

for if indeed this is the meaning of 7712 WoR P, that as long as he in
doubt whether he is owed or not he will retain it, even if he knows that his
doubt will never be resolved, then such a person will not refrain from
taking an oath even if there is a doubt whether he is swearing falsely or not.

" This person thinks that possibly he is owed money and the opportunity presented itself that he can seize
his opponents property as compensation for this possible debt. The seizer will then review his accounts
whether or not he is owed the money and if he realizes that he cannot prove with certainty that he is owed
the money he will return it, and therefore he is not hesitant to seize the money for he can always return it.
However concerning an oath which is irreversible, he will not swear unless he is certain that he is stating
the truth.

% This person, who is willing to retain someone else’s money because of the possibility that he is owed the
money, is a person who is willing to possibly transgress 2120 R?, since it is [only] a o0.

? See “Thinking it over’ # 1

* This person is not concerned with making a possible false oath and possibly transgressing w2 Wwawn &>
qpPW9, just as he is not hesitant to possibly transgress 211an X2, According to »aR one who is R1WnR 7w is
RNYIAWR 7°wr; the M7y are equal. See “Thinking it over’ # 2.
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SUMMARY
A person is not willing to retain money that is possibly not his; therefore he
1S not AVIWNR TIWM.

THINKING IT OVER
1. Why was it necessary for mpoIn to add’, “TWw Mar KW ¥y 8"¥R?

2. Why cannot we learn according to the explanation which n1901n negates;
that 77172 9WoX 172 means that when he realizes that it is not his, he will
return it (and indeed he will keep it as long as he is in doubt);® however it
cannot be compared to 7¥12w, because by a 7¥12w he realizes that perhaps he
1s swearing falsely, and that can never be rectified; however concerning

money even if it turns out that the money is not his, he can always return
it?!’

3 See footnote # 3.
® See footnote # 4.
" See 1"nx # 58 and n"m.
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