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Two women who were captured — 2w 2w N

OVERVIEW

The rule is that if there are witnesses that a woman was captured by gentiles she is
forbidden to marry a 372 (even if she claims they did not violate her), for we
assume that they had relations with her.' However if there are no witnesses that she
was captured but the woman admitted that she was captured and insists that she
was not violated, she is permitted to marry a j72 (since we are only aware of her
captivity status through her admission and she claims that she is 770).> Our mwn»
states that regarding two women, each of whom stated °IX 771701 °n°2w1 the rule is
that they are not believed. mo01n discusses the correct X017 in our 7Iwn.
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The 5" says that the text of the 7w»n does not read; this one says ‘I was

captured but I am pure’, etc. -
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But rather the text should read; this one says "R 77937%’°, without saying maw: -
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Because the 71wn is discussing a case where there are witnesses that they were
captured, so there is no need (for the mwn) to mention that they said maws.?

mooIn offers an explanation to retain the X072 of "n*awi":
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However, it is possible to sustain the 809% of "n°2wl', in a case where the women
do not know that there are 2°7» who know they were captured, and they came on their
own and admitted to their captivity (before the o>7v testified)’ -
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! A woman who has relations with a gentile (or with anyone with whom she is forbidden to live with) is called a 7t

and forbidden to marry a 3773 as the P109 (in 1,82 [1K] XIP) states 1P R? 729 7297 AWK,

% This is referred to as 1°N7Ww 757 X7 OKW 7197, See X,22 7Iwn.

? The 73w rules that they are not believed if they say "X 7M7) *n°awa. That rule is valid only if there are 0*7y that

they were captured; otherwise they would be believed to say "X 771701 *n°aw for it is considered 757 X177 OKY 757

naw (see ‘Overview’ [footnote # 2]).

* There is no need to mention that they said *n°aw1, because it makes no difference whether they said *n°aw1 or not, in

either case they are not believed to claim IR 77170, since there are 07y that 12wa.

> See RYo7.

® These women are obviously honest women for since they did not know that there were 12waw 2>7, why did they

come forward and say that 12w1. They could have remained silent (since in their mind they assumed that no one
1
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And the mwn teaches us that (even though they are obviously honest women)
nevertheless they are not believed to claim *1x 7170,

SUMMARY
The woman is not believed that IR 77170 even if she did not know there are 07V
and nevertheless admitted to being captured.

THINKING IT OVER

In the concept of 7°nAW 7577 X7 N0XW 7397 there seems to be two factors. Firstly that
the only reason we suspect that she is not 770 is only because she admitted to
'n 2wl therefore just as you ‘believe’ her that *n°2w1 you must also believe her that
IR 7Y, since we only know n°2wi1 from her admission. [We will refer to this
ManR1 as TOXRY 197.] Secondly, we see that she is an honest person since she came
and admitted (°n°2w1) when she did not need to do so; therefore (since she is
honest) we should believe her that X 77170 [We refer to this minR1 as pws ° 7).
When the 27V subsequently come and testify that they were captured, we
understand that the n112X1 of the 70XW 7197 no longer exists (since we know *n°aw:
without their admission); however the minXi based on “pwYH *% 71 (seemingly) still
remains, for we know she is an honest person (she admitted even though she did
not need to). Why then is she not believed [even] if the 0>7V came later?!®

knew that 12w1). Since they are presumably honest let us believe them as well that "1 777,
7 Once the 07y come and testify that they were captured, the women lose their 1oxw 71971. See “Thinking it over’.
¥ See own o Dy MIdWA.
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