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Everything is in the hands of Heaven, except cold and heat

OVERVIEW

The Xn>72 states that everything is in the hands of 2°»w (meaning that no one can
find refuge from the actions '77 intends for him), except for the difficulties presented
by heat and cold, where a person can take protective or preventive measures that
the 0'noY 0°1°% should not affect him adversely.! mooIn reconciles our &n*12 with
other M3 which seemingly appear to contradict this.

mooIn anticipates a difficulty:
- 21390 01PN OIR HNYS IX B (35 41 nav) PPININT RN

And regarding this which °X1> ' states, ‘a person should never stand in a

dangerous place’, etc. -
= PNYNDN 1 MINY NNIYY 9199 NN

It is evident that he can save himself from punishment (other than 2> 2°2%) -
- 21nNn MYy MORT MV 15D 19

And similarly the dictum that one should not go underneath a leaning wall;
indicating (again) that one can take protective measures (from punishment) —

mooIn replies:
- Y8y 19009 1AV IXT NNT INSY NNIYY 919 Nwwan M onn

There (in the two aforementioned dictums) the X33 means that a person can

protect himself from negligence; for a person can certainly Kill himself -
- MNYY 1Y AWON SN DIND DIIVUN 1 PYY PNV YaN

However, when they bring upon him punishment from 2°»w against his will, it

is impossible for him to protect himself (regarding most types of punishments) -
- 901D N¥Y DN DIND 1PDY IND IN 02D 0N DN JaAN

! This seemingly also includes that no harm can come to a person on his own, unless "7 dictates it so, since *72 %27
2w (both the good and the bad) ono1 o°1xn 1. See footnote # 2.
? The indication of this dictum is that if you will stand 7390 @)p»3, you may get hurt — meaning punished; you can
avoid this punishment by not standing 71100 0p»2 [and additionally you can also cause harm to yourself if you stand
7150 OPn2, seemingly not through o°nw 7 (see footnote # 1)].
3 See X, M>72 where it states; 11°20 ¥ "7 901 7950 YN0 1P 17 19K OTX YW YMNY 27T 0727 wOw Pk "R
ajyalvird
* Not standing 71190 21pn2 or not going under a 131 7°p is not considered saving one’s self from punishment; rather it
is a preventive measure so he should not recklessly endanger himself. Here however, in our 73, we are discussing
whether man can protect himself from the wrath of heaven. See ‘Thinking it over’ # 1.
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However, 2°r91 2°1°% will never come upon him o282 if he chooses to take care.’

nooIn asks:
- 1398 11 91 Ya 79293 71 0D (2,37 91 xwn xa3) 122YAT NI 99NN ON)

And if you will say; but X111 "7 expounds the 05, ‘and '77 will remove from

you all illness’; that illness here refers to ‘cold’ -
—"NYD DINIY 19T NIYN

It is evident that ‘cold’ is 2@ 5792 (not as the X713 states here)!

Mo0IN answers:
= 4NY 708 XD ©YWIADN 1T 1N IN MDY NN TIN3 WITRN DNOY 139D 91010 UM

And one can say that the meaning of the p109 is that ;7'"ap;7 will warm his® world
or provide the person with garments, so it will not be necessary for the person

to be careful. However, regardless what '57 will do, the person can always take measures to
protect himself from 72°%.

MooIn asks:
—y1p NYH91 N9 HYYNRI2D 122DINTI NI DAY 2751 DN NN 9NN ON)

And if you will say; but 2515 (heat) is only 2w 752 as it states in 729 nYwWR92

in Y 7wAp -
= NNINN 7AW NN 150 99N 99y S8 529D DI1IVIN 1Y 9NIN

Antoninus said to 29, ‘pray for me’; *27 replied to 01°11X, ‘the merciful One

should spare you from cold’ -
- N2YVWN ATHYUN 717 99N RIIN RN DI 1N 50 XN NN KT 190 99N

01°170IX replied to °27, ‘is this a prayer, add one garment and the cold is gone’;

so "27 said to 011X, ‘you should be spared from heat’ -
- 1NRNN N0 PN 225N XMYY 115 XN 1YY NN

011X responded to "2, ‘this indeed is a prayer, for it is written ‘no one can

hide from His heat’’. It seems from this conversation that even though one can protect
himself from cold; however no one can protect himself from heat, which contradicts the X773

> moon might be saying that 77 assures us that people will be able to protect themselves from cold and heat and will
not be punished through this medium if people take the proper precautions.
® 10,1 (2py) 027
7 The fact that the P09 promises us that ' will remove the cold, indicates that the person is (seemingly) helpless to
do so; otherwise what is the significance of this blessing.
% Should this word ‘his’ be capitalized?!
? This is amended to read 1 '5 721 R,
104 v o9an.
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here.

N1B0IN answers:
- Yoouy £59990Y 7979 NNRNYNI IN D997 5923 2509 NPT )Y W

And one can say that the 202 of 1M N0 X is written regarding travelers,

or during a war, which kings usually wage -
- DIND 1 9DPY 919 DI PN 79724

For indeed on the open road a person cannot protect himself from the heat -
= 45993 0397 IN DAN YV N33 2YWIrW 9NTNY D15 1532 WY NN ON DaN

However, if he desires to dwell in his house he can be protected from heat; by

living in a stone house or he can enter the cellar, where he will be spared from the
heat.

mooIn offers an alternate interpretation of 2°mo() O°1X).
- 200 RNYN NN DN DIIYT DIWIDND Y

And there are those who explain 2°9 2%1% to be one thing (not cold and heat) -
= YPMI NS PYHY DIND DN DAY DY 9D

Meaning 2°1°% (cold), which is 2’15 for a person; the word 219 as in a trap or
snare —

mooIN rejects this interpretation:
= 11D 95991 (owr 2,3 91 NIT NTIAY NIVNT NNP PI927 19 1N)

And it is not so (that 2°115 means a trap) for in the first 95 of "'y noon the X

cites this statement of 2o °¥n N o°Rw 772 7 -
- ©ONN T NN JNYY NITHY 1153 DAY BT [N BN 79 BIXR HWYM ~29N97 NAN]

[In regards to this which is written; ‘and man was made like the fish of the
sea’, which is expounded to mean, just as] the fish, as soon as the sun shines on

them, they immediately die; the same is -
- ¥loonn 11 11N 079y NITPY 113 DTN %33 N]

[also by people as soon as the sun shines on them, they die immediately].

mooIN anticipates an additional difficulty:
= DY IR IN DNV ] 591 (3,55 97 maa) 9INT NN

' ournwix was a king and he experienced the heat of the sun in his travels and battles. Therefore 012103X considered
it a desirable blessing.
"2 The o*wnon W interpreted it in this manner to (perhaps) avoid Mmoo question from INAMA IN0I TX.
B x ppan.
It is evident that the connection between the two statements is the idea of 0’19, meaning heat
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And that which X111 ' said, ‘everything is 2"»w 792 except for fear of

Heaven’, where seemingly these two statements contradict each other —

mooIN responds; that statement regarding v"7 -
= (3,50 n13) AN YN 1IN DY INP DNNT INID 139y PN

Has no relevance her, for there it is discussing the fetus in the mother’s womb -
- NY YY) 9278 HAN DN IN WOV WHN IN 912) PUY IN %Y NN® BN PINY

Where the heavenly court decrees whether the child will grow to be either poor
or rich, strong or weak, foolish or wise, but they do not decree whether he will

be righteous or wicked, and that is the meaning of 2w nx7 yIm 2w >7°2 937 -
$OINA Y MINAD MYIINNA 99993 N9

However here when we say o°no °1%n Y 2w >1°2 701 we are referring to
incidents that happen to people.

SUMMARY

The dictum of o°n9Y 0°1°%2 I 27w >7°2 227, which indicates that one cannot protect
himself from harm (except for cold or heat) means from harm that is decreed
against his will; however it is obvious that a person can and should protect himself
by not being negligent and endangering himself. Even regarding 2n9o1 01X it is
possible that '77 aids us so we do not need to protect ourselves from them. One
cannot protect himself from 219 when out in the open. This 2w >7°2 937 is
referring to incidents which happen to a person, while the nX v 27w 722 97
o nw discusses the character of a person and his observance of X"mn.

THINKING IT OVER
1. MoOIN writes that a person can kill himself.'® How can mao1n say that when there is
a mwn that °n X 7713 92,'” meaning that one must live even if he chooses not to?!"®

2. mooIn writes that here we are discussing 07871 ¥ Mx27 MRy, but by "1 937
QW DRI YN, we are (seemingly) not discussing 27XT ?¥ NX2T MyRkn. However
there it mentions ¥ 7*wy, which are 2787 Yy nx27 MR,

"% See “Thinking it over’ # 2.
16 See footnote # 4.
17 9"5m 7"5 n1ax.
18 See '3 MIX 072w NBOIN and 3 MK 7"10.
19 See footnote # 15.
20 See vd MIX DMYW YIP.
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