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If they would have - Xa%Eb 519D 1977 799101 HRWSR 75339 MITAI 19RDON
flogged o911 HRwon 79an, they would have bowed to the image

Overview

The X n) tries to prove that mpo» may be more severe than 0’ based on a
statement from 27 that if they would have flogged ¥"vn (instead of throwing them
into a furnace to die) they would have bowed to the graven image. m»01n discusses
this issue.

nooIN asks:
- N29DY 539 NN INOINYA (2,80 mara) ANITNA 1959BN XN 1Y N3 Ndn

It is astounding! How did 27 know this that if they were flogged, they would
have bowed down?! [and furthermore] since the X723 relates in X197 P72 when

they took our ¥''1 to execute him -
- 2703 Y52 1319PNY $19Y XA SNNON DT DIV YY 990N SN 31 Y N

¥"9 said, ‘all my days I was pained regarding this 105 of qwo1 %02, ‘when will 1

have the opportunity so I can fulfill the Tws1 %22’ -
- 4]’\’)17 199702 DR NN 1290291 191 1PN 999919 TV V92T YNIWN NN

Evidently implying that qws1 ®52 is even in a case where they are torturing a

person with severe torture -
- 5579235 19W 991 5193 Y7901 19UA PPIDN YAV RIYPY 5297 XY

Similar to the situation of ¥''% where they were combing his flesh with iron
combs, and certainly one must fulfill w1 922 if he is merely being flogged!

n190IN answers:
= 491910 11259 MHWY NN RONX YNN DA NTAY NPN XY YN ININT ON 1929 99IN)

And the n''9 says, that image was not an actual idol, but rather it was an image
made in honor of the king, therefore if one bowed to it he did not violate the prohibition of
idol worship -

" The n"21 N amends this to read, 877 71 12 (instead of X717 19).
? The X3 there relates that they were combing his flesh with iron combs and v"- at that time was accepting upon
himself 0w Moon (reciting the ynw). His students said to him, 185 79" (to such an extent does one need to be 22pn
o°nw M3, even under such dire circumstances) to which ¥"1 responded as follows.
* The P09 (in 7,1 [13n0X1] 0°127) reads Two1 252 "3 N2IRY, which is interpreted to mean that one must love ‘71, even if
his life is taken from him (on account of this love).
* Nevertheless, he must be strong in his faith, despite the tremendous pain one is enduring.
> How can 21 say that ¥"r would have succumbed to flogging and bowed to an idol, when it is incumbent that one
remains steadfast with '77 in the face of much greater pain. See ‘Thinking it over’ # 1.
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- NIPRY 18Y 1701 799 Cown YITH 12 791 19 99 Yy 9N
But nevertheless, by not bowing to it, there was a sanctification of '7, so
therefore they were willing to give up their lives, for the own v p

mooIN proves his point
= 103 XD PN 21 XANT OYEDY 1PN 1IN 19D TAYNRD (' sxoam 29NIT 1M

And this is what is written that ¥"177 said to 1X%172123, ‘we will not worship your

g-d, and we will not bow down to the golden image which you erected’ -
- *MnYNa DN PN XY BYENY YHYUN

This indicates that the image was not considered as a deity —

moo1n has some difficulty with this answer:
$INY 9INPT 93915 HMHAY NN DYSNY YAYN RNAYSY INYD 177590

However, the expression the X3 uses here, '8»9xh 12, indicates that the abx
was indeed an 1'"'y since the X3 stated m»s!

Summary
It is possible to say that this %% was not an 1"V (even though we say Xa?%% 11179).

Thinking it over

What is the proof from ¥"9; no one was forcing ¥"9 to worship idols; they were
punishing him for teaching 7110, and while suffering he was 0w nmoon Sapn. "
How can we infer from this that one would not (should not) worship 1"¥ (even) if
he is tortured?!

2. If the %% was not 1"v,'" what is the w"717p in not bowing to it?">

% See ‘Thinking it over’ # 2.
" moo.
¥ The word 'privo' indicates worshipping a deity, however the word 71301 refers to (merely) bowing out of respect, as
one bows before a king, but not as a deity. Regarding the 0?3 the used the term 71303, indicating that it was not a
deity.
? See footnote # 8.
12 See footnote # 5.
' See footnote # 6.
12 See 1"am1 and nov Pl
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