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The woman is acquired — DI WNT

OVERVIEW

Our mwn begins with NP1 AwRa; “The woman is acquired’. It could have
said N°1P1 AWR; ‘a woman is acquired’. The definite article X"77 (‘the’) seems
inappropriate. We are not discussing a particular woman; but rather any
woman. It would be preferable to state n°1p1 7wX without the X"77. Our Moo
will explain why the X"77 was added here (and elsewhere), and why it is
omitted in other cases'.

— NP2 NP NYN) YIN 22) N7 11302 12 N/N2 25 NID
Here the word 7wx? is taught with the letter 'R''5?' preceding the word 7wR,
giving it the definite article meaning of ‘the woman’. And similarly in
many places where @R and 7wR are mentioned, the Xin refers to them
with a 8" -

Moo offers some examples where 7wWRY WX are written with a X"7:>
— (3,19 91 0v) NPYA TONY NYNRN 3,75 91 mm3%) NATAY AYNN 15

Like ‘The woman who went’; ‘The woman whose husband went’ -
— (N,N0 9T 0P WIPN YWINA (3,0 917 mans) NININDIY AYNND

‘The woman who became widowed’, ‘The man betroths’; in all these
instances the definite article X"7 is inserted.’

nooIn asks:
— *ANWI NYINAN 231 NY IRDN (3,297 mams) HNRYI NN PNT X¥NNAT YD)

And there is a difficulty! In that 73w» where it is taught nxw: 79025 why
did it not say nRw3 779102577 with a X" preceding 771027

N1B0IN answers:
— 91093 NININN NYNN 1Y INP KIPN NINT 9199 U

And one can say, that here in our 7wn, the phrase of np1 AWK is
referencing a verse of the 771n; the X"7 is indicating ‘the woman’ who is
specified in the P05, We are discussing a woman who is specified in the 710 -

! See also N2 "7 X,2 N121N5 MdoIN.

% Tt should be noted that all these examples (including nXw3 77102 in the following question) are NTawn in
the very beginning of a p75. See footnote # 18.

? It would seem that Mmoo is citing these examples to explain (in the X"¥7) that the Xin finds it appropriate
to add the X"77 when people are being discussed (perhaps as a sign of respect).

* MpoIN assumes (in this question) that 79112 and 7wX are similar (they both refer to a woman [in a marriage
situation]); if TWR receives a preceding X"11, so should 721n2. See previous footnote # 3.
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—*AUNR YWIR NP 93 *25N97 PRIVI 522 RIPA 999310 YN NINIUNT
for we find the word MR specified in the ?02 concerning marriage, as it

is written: ‘If a man take a woman in marriage’. It is therefore appropriate for the
Xin to refer to this woman as 'TwX7' the known woman, meaning the woman whom the

770 discusses as becoming married -
— NYPN IND XD NYINa baN

However the word 57103 is not referencing a verse —
PRIYI 222 Y9N NIPA NDINA RNNT DIV NINIYN NI4T

for we do not find anywhere the word m»1n2 in a pws explicitly

concerning marriage. Therefore the Xin did not deem it important to add a X"7 to
79103 since there is no mention in the 7Mn of a 791N3 concerning marriage.’

mooin asks an additional question:

— (3,1 41 7992Y AN (3,30 91 2IPID T2Y F9AY TAY PNT 3,1 91 IDPY AYP VAN
However there is a difficulty; later in our n20» where the /712% mentions
TS2Y RN I 7Y M2y 72y (Jewish slave, gentile slave, and Jewish
maid) -

— 11199 PIDOA 1799929 RNT /N B2 2N XY ININ
Why does the Xin not write them with a 'X"' 71’ since they are specified in

the ?105. The 77110 clearly mentions the acquisition of slaves.®

mooin replies:
— 1595 1999731 PRV /N YUY 192 DN PPN NNNY TaY 13N NHY)

And perhaps by these names of R 72y the definite article '/ is not

appropriate for them since they are not sufficiently specified. moon
explains what is meant that they are not 3" 7M2n:

— 71739393 IX 199393 IN 23393 N $93¥3 SN 11N Y13 1N3 YH9Y TA8NVY sab

S R,73 01T,

® This explains the X"71 by n°3p1 7wX7 and wpn wxi (for they are X7pa 7Man); however it seemingly does
not explain "2 m7nw WK LAPIRNY OwRn. See X"wInn who explains that those three nwrn are also
discussing a woman who was married (and subsequently was either 77801 or 131 1715%:7). However nnoin
in the beginning of mMan> states that those (three) 7wy are not XIpXR *Xp. The 2"wann explains that since in
one place it is appropriate to write AW and ¥ X7 (by n°Ip1 AWKRA and WIpn WORA), since it is P2 12,
therefore the Rin always writes W XM TWK.

7 The word 7712 is mentioned many times in the 7N, but never in the explicit form that a 79103 is
marrying, as opposed to 7wR where the 7N states clearly that the w°X is marrying the TwX.

¥ The acquisition of an 72y 72y and an 7°12v71 7»X is mentioned in T,2,8 (2*wown) NMW respectively, and an
°1Y10 72V is in 7,73 (772) RPN,

? It would not be appropriate to say 72v7, indicating that we are referring to a specified 72v, when indeed
the term 7271 is not sufficiently specified; for it could be either an °72y 72a¥ or an °1v13 72V (that is being
acquired). However there is only one specific @R that is being acquired.
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Since it is necessary to specify which 7X1 72y we are discussing whether
it is an 572y 72Y or a "wi1d 72y, or if it is an 77972y 7K or a NNIYId ANOWw.

NDdIN continues:
— 919357 %309 NNa 23 NNT

For concerning a 1m3° the 71wn does state 5712357 with a x"7.

mooin offers a different perspective:11
— 19319 VNN PYH 2xonn v 01PN Y93 75 U5 YINY PN

And one should not be so concerned about these differences (whether it is
written with or without a X"77), for in each instance the Xin utilizes the

syntax with which he is most accustomed; by some with a X"77 and by others
without the X"7.

mdon offers support for this last view:
— NINT RN 22 12390 ONP AYYNN NHIVY MMIPN VIV 18N 109

For we also find places where the Xin mentions the action before the

number, as in our case; where it first states the action 'm3p1 7w then the number
'2*>77 whwa' -
— 09997 YHYA 1IIRD NIV NINN 29290 DY HNYI NHINI 19

And similarly nRw: 79102 (the action) "»92977 2% (the number); 7 310N

TR (action) 29977 wWBwa (number) -
— ('nmwn M pas max) 0929 177192 NNPI DN

And “The 77 is acquired 29937 1''%2’. In all these, the action precedes the
number.
— ('x mwn ’n P9 ow) THIAND NIYYDL 120 ONP 13NN NHYY MNIpn v

And there are places where he first mentions the number, like ¢ 7 w2
NAR®R (number) 071w X723 (action)’, or -
— (%2 97809 9199 DY DNP 09 /3 (x,3972no) PPN 179D NN
7''"% "8 (number) P72 (action); M2 2 aTIP @M 'Y, etc. Also
— (amwn /apro pany AN HIX PPPTIA 0297 Hyava
2T DN PPTI2 Q%277 Yawl, and
2 (8,0 970 DY ¥9NYY DIV YV NV D927 /)
272V YIRS QM W N 22T "2, In these latter cases the number is mentioned

first. The reason for the difference is that the Xin taught in the syntax with which he was
most comfortable. The same applies to the X"71.

' There are various explanations as to the meaning of this phrase. See: ‘Appendix’.
' oo may not be satisfied with the previous answer because of the difficulty mentioned in footnote # 6.
"2 The various nawn [may] have been written by different 2°xin; each Xin expressed himself in his manner.
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SUMMARY

There are two approaches concerning the addition of the X"7. One is that a
X" 1s added whenever the subject is expressly X7p2 7712%; the other is that
the X1n adds a X"77 according to his expression.

THINKING IT OVER

Mmoo proves that the Xin is 792 12 WITA YWY AW from the nMwn
concerning 1 7wyn. This indicates that concerning those nviwn there is
(certainly) no explanation why sometimes the 117 is first and other times the
nwyn is first. How is MdoIn so certain that there is no explanation for those
differences?!"

Appendix"*
NBOIN states 772°7 1N 772 723 X7. There are various interpretations of this

phrase.

0"1an: NwoN is explaining why it is necessary to maintain that a X"73 is
added [only] when it is X7p2 797121, Seemingly we could simply say that a
X"77 is added only by "“nwxy wx, thus avoiding the difficulty in explaining
why 71X 72¥ do not receive a X"77 since they are not "2 7712n (which seems
»m7).'® MooIN negates this proposed answer for the mwn adds a X"71 by 2’7
(even though it is not WX W°X); proving that a X" is added (not only by X
AwRY but) whenever it is X1p2 9 an."”

X"wI0n: NvoIN is explaining why we could not have offered an alternate
explanation, namely that a X"77 is added only at the beginning of a p15'® (in
addition to '"X1pa 971an). This would explain why 7nx1 72y do not receive
the added X"7, for they are in the middle of a P79 not at the beginning. M201N
rejects this answer because 7127 is not at the very beginning of a 79 and
nevertheless a X"7 is added on. We have to accept that a X"7 is (always)
added whenever it is X7p2 9M2%.

" See: 228 mwna (7"HK) TmbN wI9R TR,

'* See “Thinking it over’ Xin °X 71" (2,2) '0102.

"> This is the answer Mmoo offers in Mam>.

'® According to this proposed answer, it would also explain why no X" is added to nxwi 79102.

' The "wmn explains it in a similar manner, except he does not mention that the alternate explanation
would avoid the difficulty with 7% 729.

'® See footnote # 2.

' This would explain why nXw1 72102 without a X"7 for it is not X7p2 9 Man.
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