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And I ate from the finest of the fine — 5D DI NIDION NRINI

OVERVIEW
The issue which n1901n discuses is whether we believe someone (unknown to us)
who claims that he is a Jew and has no evidence to support his claim.

L 4
mMooIN anticipates that this issue may be resolved from our story, and rejects the proof:
— 2N TNV 919IN) 13239Y N2 DAY PINIY NI PPN INIMN
There is no proof from this story that we should believe anyone who comes

before us and claims ‘I am a Jew’. Seemingly we could prove it from this story;
otherwise how was this XX able to eat from the 105 127p. He would not be able to prove that
he is a Jew; they must have accepted his testimony and allowed him to partake of the nos.

mooIn explains that this is no proof:
— N2Y9 9N 139DINY 19N HRIYS 2997 NON INWHY

For this case is different, since the majority of the people coming to bring the

noo 1277 were Jewish, and therefore we follow the majority and assume that he is
also Jewish. However when an individual comes (on his own, not part of a group of Jews) and
claims that he is a Jew, we may not believe him unless he has proof to substantiate his claim.

moon offers other proofs that indeed we do believe one who claims he is Jewish:
— 7999 N2 250 IN ) DT DD 9INT (w00 91 NTIND P91 NN NYAND W N

However one can bring proof from the X713 in Y977 295, concerning one who
was born from a Jewish mother and a non-Jewish father', that x11 told him, either

go into exile’ or marry someone like you’. It is evident that when he goes into exile and
claims that he is Jewish, he will be believed without proof.

mooin offers another proof:
— A8Y 192D 3352 NN IINY NN 2297 NPT NANT *Nnnmn 12

And similarly we can prove this from that story where one came before >''9 and
claimed I converted myself to Judaism on my own (there was no (required) 7"3; this

' The people who knew his status did not want their daughters to marry him since his father was an 2"y (even
though that in reality he is a [qw3] P8w").

? The people there will not know that his father was an 2"19v. He will tell them that he is Jewish and they will allow
him to marry a (regular) Jewish woman.

? You can marry a woman whose father is an 219y, like your father is (they will not mind).

4%, M.
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invalidates his m7°)), so °"1 -
— 932 NN DIDAY 1IN NHN NI THYY NNX DIV NNN JINI 19D 9NIN

said to him you are believed to disqualify yourself’, however you are not

believed to disqualify your children;® the children are considered Jewish -
— 2N INIYS 9109199 81T DIV 1M

And the reason he is not believed concerning his children is because they can
each claim ‘I am Jewish’.]

MooIN anticipates a question:
— 139273 9197 2N 9) 9N XAV ) (3,m 97 XIINNA 9INRT XY

And that which the X713 states in 21177 P79; one may think that if someone

comes and claims I am a 93, that we should accept him as a 7 -

— 99 prma 8‘[3‘\N 90 Mnon
The 7710 teaches us and states "InR', only if it is established by you that he is a =3;
otherwise we cannot accept someone who claims that he is a 73. This seemingly contradicts what
mMdoIN maintained previously that anyone is believed to claim they are Jewish (they should be
believed if they claim they were 7°ann for they have a 13°n; they could have claimed, ‘I am a
Hx").

Mo0IN answers:
— ©%49) DAY HNNAN Y PINNA 991 ONN

There we are discussing a case where it is established that his parents were

gentiles, therefore he cannot be believed that he converted (if he has no proof)
$IIN INIY 90N PP INT 19193 JINI 91 IND INY

For if it were not so (that we did not know who his parents are) he would be

believed that he is a 72 for he has a 1'% that he could have claimed I am Jewish,
and he would be believed. However since we knew his parents were gentile, he has no »» and
cannot be believed that he converted unless he brings proof.

SUMMARY
One who comes and claims he is a Jew, i1s believed. If he claims he was 9201 he is
also believed provided that we are not aware of his genealogy.

5 The father will not be considered Jewish, for RMORT 72°N1 PWHIR RNW.

% See “Thinking it over # 2.

’ The children claim that their father’s 91 was done properly. They are believed because they have a w»; for they
could have said we are Jewish. See X"2w27 mooin.

$ 1930 22¥IR2 T3 TR M0 001 530,00 (@WTP) KA.

% See footnote # 7, and mvoINn shortly.
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THINKING IT OVER
1. Why indeed is anyone believed to claim they are Jewish?'

2. MpoIN cites the X mx that the father is not believed concerning the sons.''
Seemingly the father’s testimony concerning the sons is irrelevant; if the mother is
Jewish, the children are Jewish, and if the mother is not Jewish, neither are the

children!'?

10°See %3 Mx X702 w10 and 7R N33
' See footnote # 6.
12 See 181 7"7 R, NN MDOIN.
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