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 –לי יהודה אומר המקום ירחם עליך כו רבי

י"ר  said; the Omnipresent should have mercy on you, etc.    

  

Overview 

Our גמרא cites a ברייתא which spells out the appropriate prayer when visiting 

the sick (that he should become healed). תוספות reconciles our ברייתא with 

another ברייתא which seemingly states that a person’s fate for the year is 

already ordained in heaven by יום כפור, so there is seemingly no point in 

additional prayer. 

----------------------  

 :asks תוספות

 –ה  יהודבי ור1 מאירבי מה מועלת תפלה לר�תבינו  לרשהק

The ת"ר  has a difficulty; what can תפלה help according to מ"ר  and י"ר ? - 

  – )2 וש�א, טז�ד( שנההאש  דרמאקרק דקאמר בפ

For in the first פרק of  ה"רמסכת , the ברייתא states - 

 – אירמבי  דברי רפורי�הכ�  וגזר די� שלה� נחת� ביושנההאש הכל נידוני� בר

‘Everyone is judged on ה"ר  and their verdict is signed on כ"יו ; this is the 

view of מ"ר , while - 

 – וגזר די� של כל אחד ואחד נחת� בזמנו שנההאש  יהודה אומר הכל נידוני� ברביר

י"ר  maintains, everyone is judged on ה"ר  and the verdict for each one is 

signed in it proper time, meaning that a verdict is issued -  

 –בפסח על התבואה ואד� ביו� הכפורי� 

On פסח regarding crops and the verdict for a person is signed on כ"יו  - 

 – יוסי אומר אד� נידו� בכל יו� ביר

י"ר  says a person is judged every day’; this concludes the ברייתא - 

 – יוסי בי ואמריעי כר3מר רב יוס� כמא� מצלינ� האידנא אקציריואמר הת� א

And the גמרא continues there, ‘רב יוסף said, according to whom do we 

pray nowadays for the sick and for the weak scholars; it is according to 

יוסי' ר  -  

 – יהודה לא מהניא צלותא בי ולראירמבי משמע דלר

It appears that according to מ"ר  and יהודה' ר  that prayer is of no avail, 

since it has already been ordained (by the time of כ"יו ). The question is how is it that מ"ר  

and י"ר  (in our גמרא here) offer prayers that are said on behalf of the sick, when it has 

                                           
1
 See מגדים חדשים who comments that מ"ר  is not offering a prayer but rather words of consolation. 

2
 See תוספות in כמאןה"ה ד"ר , for a more detailed discussion of this [important] issue. See also קונטרס ומעין. 

3
 See ערוך that קצירי (meaning shortness) refers to the ill for their spirit is diminished. 
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already been ordained beforehand?! 

 

 :answers תוספות

 – 4 אייריפורי�הכ�  ובי� יושנההאש  דהכא בשבת שבי� רומרלש וי

And one can say; that here in our גמרא where י"מ ור"ר  offer prayers, we are 

discussing the בתש  between ה"ר  and כ"יו  when the verdict has not been signed 

yet, and therefore the prayers can help. 

 

 :offers a different answer תוספות

 – יצחק בי איבעית אימא כדר5ולפי מאי דמשני הת�

And according to what the גמרא answers there (in ה"מסכת ר ), ‘if you want 

I can say that there is a purpose in prayer even according to those who argue 

with יוסי' ר , and this is according to the statement of יצחק' ר  -  

 : אתי הכא שפירלי כוי�דר  יצחק יפה צעקה לאד� בי� קוד� גזבידאמר ר

For יצחק' ר  said; ‘crying out is beneficial to the person whether before 

the verdict, etc. (or [even] after the verdict has been rendered); according to 

this explanation it works out well that י"מ ור"ר  both suggest to us the proper prayer 

when visiting a חולה. 

 

Summary 

According to יוסף' ר  prayers are helpful all year only according to יוסי' ר , but 

not according to the others (except before כ"יו ) while according to יצחק' ר  

according to everyone צעקה is always effective. 
 

Thinking it over 

1. Seemingly תוספות second answer is more readily acceptable than the first 

answer
6
; why then did תוספות not offer this as the first answer?!

7
 

 

2. How can we reconcile the statement of יצחק' ר  that יפה צעקה לאדם וכו'  with 

the views of מ"ר  and יהודה' ר ? 

 

                                           
4
 See (‘Thinking it over’ # 1 and) footnote # 6. 

5
 The גמרא there in ה"ר  explains that we do not have to assume that we pray אקצירי ואמריעי, only according 

to יוסי' ר , but there is a purpose in praying even according to the others. 
6 It is difficult to assume that the ברייתא is discussing only שבת שובה. In addition according to ספותתו  first 

answer it would seem that יהודה' מ ור"ר  (in this ברייתא) are discussing שבת שובה only, while יוסי' ר  in this 

יוסי' ר for שבת is discussing every ברייתא  maintains י"אדם נדון בכ  (see מגדים חדשים). 
7
 In the ר"תוה  the two answers are indeed in this (opposite) order. See  ז"עד(אור החמה( . 


