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To return to him a lost object - 7179aR 15 TS

OVERVIEW

The xn3 stated that the rule of HXw° PXWw° 211 oK requires us to return an object
which was lost by this person who was abandoned as a child. n19o1n will (first)
discuss why the ®7n3 did not mention a more relevant issue; that since X% 217
PX7w°, we are obligated to sustain this person.
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The &3 could have answered that the ruling of PR > X7 217 teaches us that

we are obligated to support him; as 29 stated previously —
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However the X3 chose to mention that the ruling pertains to the obligation to

return a lost object to him; for that is a greater novelty than 1nvrnnb —
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For there is a severe prohibition to return an 772X to an 2"™>y; for one

transgresses the P10 which declares ‘in order to increase the satiated, etc.’
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However the obligation 112 is no so much of a novelty; for we sustain the
gentile poor together with the Jewish poor. The X3 teaches us that we are permitted
to return an 77°2X to this person, even though there is a possibility that he is a gentile; in which
case it would be a grave transgression to return the 77°aX to him; nevertheless we follow the 217
and return the 77°2X. It follows that we are certainly required to sustain him; for even if he is a
gentile, nothing untoward occurred; for it is permissible to support the gentile poor together with
the Jewish poor.

oI anticipates a difficulty with the ruling that if there is a H%w° 211 then we return an 772X to
this child on account of the 217:
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And even according to »X»w, who maintains that in monetary matters, we do
not follow the majority; therefore even if there is a PXWw> 21, we should seemingly not

!'See 2, PA7I0.

2 m,v5 (@°2x1) o727, The P09 reads IXREA DX 7197 NIVO R 778 °2% MIwa °0 % 0 oY RS 123293 7120m; and
continues 1?2 7170 '77 72aR° R?. The word 78»¥ refers to R who are thirsty and desirous to do the will of 7.

3 The word mn refers to 2"3¥ who are satiated; and are not thirsty to do the will of '7. When one returns an 773X to
an 0">Y he is increasing and supporting the mn. The severity of this transgression is evident from the phrase of X?
12 M0 71 72X°; 71 will not be willing to forgive him. See 2ma> a"7 >"wA.

4 See X,XD 703, that we feed them so there should be no enmity between the 2"12v and YR .

1

TosfosInEngliish.com



221172 "7 "IN 2,00 MAn> .7"'oa

return this person’s 77°aR, nevertheless PXmw will agree to this ruling. moon will differentiate
between the ruling here and the ruling of X1mw. The ruling of XMW that 2177 MK PR PINT PR —
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That is in the case where one sold an ox to his friend and it turned out to be a

goring ox. “Xxwmw rules that even if the majority purchase oxen for plowing (for which this
goring ox is unfit) nevertheless the seller can claim ‘I sold it to you for slaughtering’ (since the
buyer did not specify that he is purchasing it for plowing) and it is a valid sale. We do not say
that since the majority purchase for plowing it is a n¥vv npn. The reason why there we do not
follow the majority is -
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For the money came into the hands of the seller legally; and the buyer gave

him the money willingly. Now if the buyer has regrets and wants to extract the money from
the seller (who acquired it legally) he must bring evidence that he purchased it for plowing (and

made it known to the seller); otherwise we do not follow the 217, and the seller retains the money —
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However here in our case of 77°ax naw:, (even) ?X1nw admits that we follow the

2%9. In our case we cannot say that the 772X came to him 9n°72.° We certainly cannot say that it
was given to him willingly. The finder is not that much of a prmn in the 772K, therefore we
follow the 211.

SUMMARY

The X3 prefers to interpret that the rule of PXw> HX7w> 21 teaches that we are
obligated n17°2R 17 97n°, rather than 1Nvna». On the chance that he is an "2y it
would be more problematic 77°2X 17 7’179 than Wnrnnb.

DX1W agrees that the rule of 2177 AR 12 10917 1K applies only where the money
came to him jM37 NY721 7N°n2; but not by 77aX.

THINKING IT OVER
Why does not maoin explain, that the X3 prefers the w17°n of 77°28 12 "7 (over
INPIAY), since it is valid even though 21777 AR Pana 173717 1PR217

51t is possible that the person is a 987w and the finder must return the 7728 to him.
6 See 7"am7 who states X177 X177 87 WR? 778 XY 92x. The finder of an 7772 is not the owner of the money.
7 See ' MR 7"210.
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